Floodplain Project Requirements

You cannot build CDBG assisted projects in a floodway, which is the channel that must be kept free of encroachment so that minor flooding of one percent will not cause flood damage. These areas are identified on the floodplain maps. CDBG projects should also not be built in a 100-year floodplain whenever possible. If they are to be built in a flood plain then an eight-step process must be followed. The statutory and environmental assessment checklists must have a floodplain map number, unless there are no maps available for that area. Floodplain maps can be found at www.fema.gov.
The eight step process defined in 24 CFR 55.20 is as follows:
A. Step 1. Determine whether the proposed action is located in a 100-year floodplain (or a 500-year floodplain for a critical action). If the proposed action would not be conducted in one of those locations, then no further compliance is required.

Critical Action is defined as any activity for which even a slight chance of flooding would be too great, because flooding might result in loss of life, injury to persons, or damage to property. Critical actions include activities that create, maintain or extend the useful life of those structures or facilities that:

· Produce, use or store highly volatile, flammable, explosive, toxic or water-reactive materials;

· Provide essential and irreplaceable records or utility or emergency services that may become lost or inoperative during flood and storm events, e.g. data storage centers, generating plants, principal utility lines, emergency operations including fire and police stations, and roadways providing sole egress from flood-prone areas.

· Facilities likely to contain occupants who may not be sufficiently mobile to avoid loss of life or injury during flood or storm events, e.g. persons who reside in hospitals, nursing homes, convalescent homes, intermediate care facilities, and retirement service centers. Housing for independent living for the elderly is not considered a critical action.

B. Step 2. Notify the public, at the earliest possible time, of a proposal to consider an action in a 100-year floodplain (or in the 500-year floodplain for a critical action), and involve the
affected and interested public in the decision making process. Publish Early Public Notice.
· Notices required under this part must be bilingual if the affected public is largely non-English speaking. In addition, all notices must be published in an appropriate local printed news medium, and must be sent to federal, state, and local public
agencies, organizations, and where not otherwise covered, individuals known to be interested in the proposed action.

· A minimum of 15 calendar days shall be allowed for comment on the public notice            

· A notice under this paragraph shall state: the name, proposed location and description of the activity; the total number of acres of floodplain involved; and the official and phone number to contact for information. The notice shall indicate the hours and the office at which a full description of the proposed action may be reviewed.
C. Step 3. Identify and evaluate practicable alternatives to locating the proposed action in a 100-year floodplain (or the 500-year floodplain for a critical action).
· The consideration of practicable alternatives to the proposed site or method may include:
· Locations outside the 100-year floodplain (or a 500-year floodplain for a
critical action).

· Alternative methods to serve the identical project objective.

· A determination not to approve any action.

· In reviewing practicable alternatives, the department or a grant recipient subject to 24 CFR Part 58, shall consider feasible technological alternatives, hazard reduction methods and related mitigation costs, and environmental impacts.
D. Step 4. Identify the potential direct and indirect impacts associated with the occupancy or modification of the 100-year floodplain (or a 500-year floodplain for a critical action).
E. Step 5. Where practicable, design or modify the proposed action to minimize the potential adverse impacts within the 100-year floodplain (including the 500-year floodplain for a critical action) and to restore and preserve its natural and beneficial values. All critical 


actions in the 500-year floodplain shall be designed and built at or above the 100-year floodplain (in the case of new construction) and modified to include:
· Preparation of and participation in an early warning system.

· An emergency evacuation and relocation plan.

· Identification of evacuation route(s) out of the 500-year floodplain.

· Identification marks of past or estimated flood levels on all structures.

F. Step 6. Reevaluate the proposed action to determine:

· Whether it is still practicable in light of its exposure to flood hazards in the floodplain,
the extent to which it will aggravate the current hazards to other floodplains, and its
potential to disrupt floodplain values.

· Whether alternatives preliminarily rejected at Step 3 are practicable in light of the
information gained in Steps 4 and 5.

G. Step 7. If the reevaluation results in a determination that there is no practicable alternative to
locating the proposal in the 100-year floodplain (or the 500-year floodplain for a critical
action), publish a final notice that includes Notice of Explanation. This notice can
be published concurrently with a FONSI Notice:

· The reasons why the proposal must be located in the floodplain.

· A list of the alternatives considered.

· All mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and
preserve natural and beneficial values.

H. Step 8. Upon completion of the decision-making process in Steps 1 through 7, implement the proposed action. There is a continuing responsibility to ensure that the mitigating measures identified in Step 7 are implemented.

